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Precautions and Safety Instructions Precautions and Safety Instructions 


Precautions regarding rotation of 


Please rotat screen Ce : ; | 
oh helt ae LCD screen carefully as illustrated, Unintended rotation may cause damage to the inside $1) Do not place the camcorder so that the 
ge that connects the LCD screen to the Camcorder, viewfinder is pointing towards the sun. 
Direct sunlight can damage the inside of 
the viewfinder. Be careful when placing 
the camcorder under sunlight or by a 
i} ~=— window. 
2) Do not pick up the camcorder by the 
viewfinder. 
3) Unintended rotation may cause damage 
to the viewfinder. 


1) LCD screen closed. 


2) Standard recording by using the LCD screen. 


3) Making a recording by looking at the LCD screen 
from the top. 


f 


_Precau 


1) A sudden rise in atmospheric temperature may cause condensa- 
tion to form inside the camcorder. 
} for example: 
m™ When you take the camcorder from cold temperature oulside to 
warm temperature inside during the winter. 
l™ When you take the camcorder from cool temperature inside to hot 
temperature outside during the summer. 


4) Making a recording by looking at the LCD screen 
from the front, 


5) Making a recording with the LCD screen closed. 


2) If the “DEW” protection feature is activated, leave the camcorder in 
a dry, warm room with the cassette compartment opened and the 
battery removed. 


3) If you want to override the “DEW?” protection feature after it has 
been unexpectedly activated, detach the battery pack and lithium 


battery and then replace them. 
Please make sure that the condensation has disappeared com 


pletely. (see page 61) 


y the LEN: 


cy Do not point the LENS toward the sun. 
Direct sunlight can damage the CCD 
(Charge Coupled Device), 


a, 


Precautions and Safety Instructions Precautions and Safety Instructions 


+ + + $+ 


Lneaiti cine Regateing Me Lithia] battery TTT + ic very important oecust he hand strap fr bor shoo 


Warning: Keep the LITHIUM BATTERY out of the reach of children. Should the battery be swal- % Do not insert your hand in the hand strap forcibly, the buckle 


* 


+ 


+ 


Make sure that the battery pack is charged before shooting outdoors. 1) High precision technology is used to manufacture the LCD 
To preserve battery power, keep your camcorder turned off when you are not operating it. monitor. However, there may be some tiny black specks 
When your camcorder is in CAMERA mode, if it is left in STANDBY for more than 5-6 minutes without —_{fed, blue or green in colour) that constantly pei the 
operation, it will automatically turn off to protect against unexpected battery discharge. LCD monitor. These points are normal and do not affect the 
It is a good idea to use the viewfinder instead of the LCD when shooting for a long time because the recorded picture in anyway. to 

LCD uses more battery, 2) When using the LCD monitor outdoors in direct sunlight, it 
Make sure that the battery pack is fitted firmly into place. may be difficult to see. In this case, we recommend that 
Dropping the battery pack might damage it. you use the viewfinder. 

When the battery reaches the end of its life please contact your local dealer, The batteries have tobe 3) The LCD monitor's OSD is turned off when the LOD Is 
dealt as chemical waste. placed in the forward direction position. 


ing. (see page 16) 
lowed, consult a doctor immediately, 


may be damaged. 
The lithium battery maintains the clock function, title and preset contents memory; even if the battery 
pack or AC power adapter is removed. 
The lithium battery for the camcorder lasts about 8-10 months under normal operation from time of 
installation. 
When the lithium battery becomes weak or dead, the date/time indicator will flash for about five sec- 
onds wen you set the power switch to CAMERA. this case, replace the Itvum battery with CR2025 alos aint ico 12H nnn 
type. (see page.17) + To ensure normal recording and clear pictures, clean (he video heads. When playing back the pictures, 
saimiaa if they are noisy or hardly visible, the video heads may be dirty, If this happens, clean the video heads 
ae with a dried type cassette cleaner. 
LITHIUM BATTERY MUST BE your local + Do not use a wet type cassette cleaner. It may damage the video heads. (see page 56) 
RECYCLED OR DISPOSED 
OF PROPERLY. 


# To protect against tape and head-drum wear, your cameorder will automatically turn off if it is left in 
STANDBY mode without operation for more than 5-6 minutes. 
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Getting to Know Your Camcorder Getting to Know Your Camcorder 


Your camoorder nas mariy features for shooting and play ng bac 

Snap Shot (VP-L530V/L5908/.550 ony) 

The Snag Shot function iets you shoot a still obec! fora imeted tene in Camera moda, (see paige 46} 
es | 


Tha PIP\Picture-t1-Picture) function sh nr oF iy ; 
the Camera moda, (sea page 45) ows wnere the center of image in while shooting in Digital Zoom of 


4, Edit © (FF) 
3. PLAY/STILL 
2. Edit S(REW) 


1. Lens 


XOR/BLC 
@ BLC fcr VP-L 500 S20)L530)L5908 16. Remote Se 
Vihan you shoot a Sublect with tha light scurce betind the subect or subvert with a ight background, use tna 15. MIC 


XDAVBLS function, (soa page 35) 
@ XOR; Extended Dyramec Ranga 
@ BLO. Back Light Compersation 


14. MF 


DSE {Digital Special Effects) 
The DSE gves 8 creative look to your flims by adirg various special alfecta (eee page 33} 1 Lens (see page 62) 
Program AE (Auto Exposure) 2. Edit =(RE 


Edn phd STANDBY moda (s¢e pene 2" 
REW works n PLAVER mods tsea page 53) 
DIS (VP-LS30/_530B/L550 only) 3. PLAY/STILL 

PLAYISTILL works @ PLAYER mode 


The DIS/De i 
high ea Soh bes aera corpensates for Unstagla ie eyes Ci Ieeed bry Puen phaka, partevary at (S08 D298 $2) 
4. EDIT. 5 (FF 


si ; a ate 2008 fone EOIT ¢, warks ir STANDBY mode (sea paga 24) 
Zooming is @ recording techegue thal leta you hanga 01d S26 Of the subject Wy Ihe probure, FE woras in PLAYER mode {see page 83} 


Tha Pp. ~ ‘ a " ot * 
ik — AE allows Ihe shutter speed 3 aparture Io actunt to tha type of pacture to be filmed. sae 


For more professional recordings, use the zoom furcten, jsee page 30) 5. OATE/TIME(STOP} 

Digital Zoom ON ETE ote m CAMERA mode 

Higher thas 22x zoom 18 acheved digilaly {see papa 31' Sop sh in PLAYER ade {see poge 621 

sg . 6, TAPE EJECT . 

8 Macro function allows you ts shoal your subject at cose range Use when ajactng the tape (saa page 22) 
YO have to @diust the zoom fully wide for maers Shooling. see page 0) 7. €VFiElectronic Viewfinder, see pages 43.54} 
4, PIP(Z.RETURN) 

PIP works in CAMERA mece 
(VP-LSSYLS20S- L552 enily, soe page <8) 


7 N 


5. DATESTIME(STOP) 
6. TAPE EJECT 


7. EVF 


8, PIP(Z.RETUAN) 
§. FADE 


10. XDR/BLC 
11.Lo0 


TAME worka CAMERA 
f ne. Woda (268 page 44) 


me Works in CAN ERA rode 
(ALG tor VPM S00/L520/L536\_5308B, see page 35° 


1.00 (ee page 26) 


WMH Soeatioanact 


OFT etect to tum off the camcorder, 
PLAYER Setect to play back. 


WP ial (90 page 34) 
Ml (Maw Focus) dial works in SAVERA moda. 


Mr (ooo HM) 

WAT | Mewreaad } works m SAMERA moce, 
wo 

Wr worka CAMERA moda. 

Hyemota Control Sensor (see page 15) 


A. 


Getting to Know Your Camcorder 


26. Speaker 


28. LCD open 
25, DISPLAY 
24. C, RESET 
23. TITLE 


. MENU ON/OFF (see page 26) 
MENU ON/OFF works in CAMERA and 
PLAYER mode. 


18. ENTER (see page 26) 
ENTER works in MENU mode. 


19. MENU dial/VOLUME 


17. MENU ON/OFF 
18. ENTER 
19. MENU dial/VOLUME 


20. S.VIDEO out 
21. PROGRAM AE 
22, DSE 

27. Lithium Battery 


22. DSE (see page 38, 55) 
DSE works in CAMERA and PLAYER mode. 


23. TITLE (see page 42) 
TITLE works in CAMERA mode. 


24, C. RESET (Counter Reset) 


Menu dial works in MENU mode. (see page 26) 


VOLUME works in PLAYER mode. 
(see page 54) 


20. S.VIDEO out (VP-L550 only, see page 52) 26. 


21. PROGRAM AE (see page 36) 
PROGRAM AE (Auto Exposure) works in 
CAMERA mode. 


A, 


Use to rosel the tape counter. 
25. DISPLAY 

Use to turn the OSD on or off. 

Speaker (see page 54) 


Speaker works in PLAYER mode. 
27. Lithium Battery (see page 17) 


28. LCD open 


Getting to Know Your Camcorder 


29. ZOOM 
40. BATTERY EJECT 


31. Hooks for 
shoulder strap 


36. START/STOP 
42. Recharging Indicator 


38. DC jack 


39. Battery pack 
compartment 


29, ZOOM (see page 30) 36, 


30. Cassette holder 47 


31. Hooks for shoulder strap (see page 17) 38, 
39. Battery pack compartment (see page 19) 


. BATTERY EJECT 
. SNAP SHOT/D.ZOOM 


32. AUDIO/VIDEO out (see page 51) 


40 
33, LENS cap at 
34. Hand strap (see page 16) 
35. LOCK/STANDBY (see page 18) 
- LOCK: off ml 


- STANDBY : CAMERA 


30, Cassette holder 


41. SNAP SHOT/D.ZOOM 


37. External MIC 
32. AUDIO/VIDEO out 


START/STOP (see page 23) 
START/STOP works in CAMERA mode. 


. External MIC (see page 62) 


DC jack (see page 18) 


SNAP SHOT works in CAMERA mode 
(VP-L590/L530B/L550 only, see page 46) 
0). ZOOM works in CAMERA mode 
(VP-L500/L520 only, see page 32) 


Recharging Indicator (see page 19) 


A. 


| ENGLISH | : 


Getting 
ting to Know Your Camcorder etting to Know Your Camcorder 


: bi ah rk be 7 operated by using the DISPLAY button 
® lunctions can be operated even aftor the ONL) jn turned off. rt erg 4 the shooting 


** The OSD is displayed in the viewfinder and the LCD monitor, 
Title (see page 42) 


Indicates the title of the recording. 
\l is superimposed on the scene. 
Self diagnosis (see page 58) 
(TAPE, TAPE END) Checks the operation of the Carmoorlar 
\. DSE (Digital Special Effect) (see page 38) 
Indicates the DSE mode is activating. 
The operation modes are MAKE-UP, EMBOSS, WIDE (16.0), CINEMA, NEG., MIRROR, MOSAIC, 
B&\W, SEPIA, GHOST, STROBE and LSS. 
\, White Balance mode (see page 47) 
Indicates the White Balance mode is activating. 
The White Balance modes are AUTO, INDOOR and QUI DOOR. 


a. Zoom position (see page 30) 
Indicates zoom position. 


b. DIS (VP-L530/L530B/L550 only) 
(see page 33) 
Indicates DIS is activating. 


c. Battery level (see page 21) 
Indicates the power left in the battery. 


(a ae a) wp —) on 
ere oon », Tape counter 
d. Manual Focus (see page 34) TMAit oe 13:10 i Indicates amount of the tape used. 
Indicates manual focus is on. an 29, AUG. 2002 We recommend that you reset the tape counter with the CO! JNTER RESET button before you start 
shooting. 


», Operation mode : 
Indicates the operation mode is activating. 
The operation modes are STBY, REC, STOP, PLAY, FF, EW 


q. Hi8 (VP-L550 only) (see page 52) 
Indicates the use of the Hi8 tape in shooting or playing back 


| '. DEW condensation (see page 61) 
Monitors the moisture condensation. 
Digital zoom (see page 31) 
Indicates digital zoom is activating. 
|. Snap Shot (see page 46) 
Indicates the remaining time for a Snap Shot Shooting. 


w u. Playback speed 
Indicates the playback speed in PLAYER mode. (see page 52) 


SP is not displayed. 


v. Zero return (see page 53) 
Indicates that the zero return is activating. 


i. Date (see page 40) 
w. VOLUME (see page 54) 


Indicates the date of the shooting. 


Auto Focus is not displayed. 


e. XDR/BLC (see page 35) 
(BLC for VP-LS500/L520/L530/L530B) 
Indicates XDR or BLC is activating. 


f. Program AE (see page 36) 
Indicates Program AE mode is 


activating. ( (&), ©) (8), 


g. Self record waiting timer. (see 
Indicates 10 seconds ie pare) 


“=<cou 


h. Self record recording timer. 
(see page 15) 
(30 seconds or END). 


Getting to Know Your Camcorder 


Accessories Supplied with Cam 


Make sure that the lollowing basic accessories are Supplied with your oameorder Description of Parts 


Basic Accessory 


AC Power Adapter. (see page 18) 
AC cord. (see page 18) 

Battery Pack. (see page 19) 
Audio/Video Cable. (see page 51) 
Shoulder strap. (see page 17) 
Instruction Book, 

Remote Control. (see page 15) 
(VP-L520/L530/L530B/L550) 

8. Batteries for Remote Control. (see page 15) 
9. Lithium Battery for Clock. 

(TYPE: CR2025, see page 17) 


NOOR WM a 


Optional Accessory 


10. Scart adapter. (see page 51) 

11. S-VIDEO cable. (see page 52) 
(VP-L550 only) 

12. Cassette. (see page 22) 

13. Carrying Case. 


Note: Optional accessories may be included 
with the camcorder, depending on the 
counitry in which it is purchased. 


7X 


etting to Know Your Camcorder 


ote Cont 


Start/Stop (see page 23) 
# AO vont 3. Battery Pack Self Timer 
Sill (see page 53) 
WIDE (see page 30) 
IELE (see page 30) 
Display (see page 12) 
1 » (Play) (see page 52) 
4. AUDIOVIDEO Gable | atautder titrap 6. Instruction Book > (FF) (see page 53) 

4-4 (REW) (see page 53) 

JP. m (Stop) (see page 52) 


1, AC Power Adtapiny 


i jattory Installation to the Remote Control 
Tarwor ‘+’ You must insert or replace these batteries when 
"ilies Canaria - You purchase the camcorder. 

- The remote control doesn’t work. 
+ Insert two AA batteries, following the +and = markings 
+ Be careful not to reverse the polarity of the battery 


7. Remote Contyal 


()) _) 
a 


i i Control 
Self Recording with the Remote 
‘+ The Self Timer function on the remote control allows you to 
start and stop recording automatically. 


10, Scart adapier 11, VIDEO cable 12. Cassette 


p> 


13. Carrying Cave 


| Example: picture with all members of your family 
* 1 tions are available . 
WATT 1OS/SELF-208: wait 10 seconds, followed by 40 
conds of recording. 
- WAIT-10S/SELF-END: wait 10 seconds, followed by 
recording until you press the START/STOP button again. 


Setting-up the Camcorder 


1. Set power switch to CAMERA mode and 
LOCK/STANDBY switch to STANDBY mode. 


etting-up the Camcorder 


Houlder Strap 
* The Shoulder Strap allows you to carry your eamenrler wih complete safety. 


{wert each end of the strap into the hooks on the 


camcorder, 
Hul the end of each strap through the buckle anc 


(han adjust the length of the strap. 


2. Press Self Timer button until the appropriate 
indicator is displayed on the LCD: 
@ WAIT-10S/SELF-308 
B@ WAIT-10S/SELF-END 


3. Press START/STOP button to start the timer. 
: After waiting for 10 seconds, recording starts. 
: If you have selected SELF-308, recording stops 


an | , rr eau : if the 
; [ho lithium battery maintains the clock function, title arid preset contents of the memory; even | 


automatically after 30 seconds. le . AC power adapter is removed, ; ee 
EU a oo | > | helene i the eae lasts about § 10 months under normal operation from the tim 
recording SIP — waa riag dead, the dute/lime indicator flashes for about 5 seconds 
o When the lithium battery Beeree ie or ea 
; ower switch to 
Note: When recording with the timer, you can press START/STOP button again to cancel the function. a ech ee the lithium battery with CR2026 type 


| lake out the holder from the lithium battery com- 


partment. mA f 
» Insert the @ side of the lithium battery toward the 


bottom of the holder. _ 
{ Reinsert the holder into the lithium battery compart: 


ment. 


Hand Strap 
% It is very important to adjust the hand strap for better shooting 
% The hand strap enables you to: 

Hold the camcorder in a stable, comfortable position. 
Press the Zoom and the red Record button without having to change the position of your hand. | Nole: The holder must be inserted in the correct direc- 


tion or it will not fit properly. 


1. Pull open the Hand Strap cover and release the 
Hand Strap, adjust its length and stick it back onto 
the Hand Strap cover, 

2. Close the Hand Strap cover back up again. 


A. 


Warning: Keep the LITHIUM BATTERY out of the reach of the children. Should the battery be 
; swallowed, consult a doctor immediately. 


Ay 


etting-up the Camcorder 


Setting-up the Camcorder 


Connecting the Power Source | 


% There are two ways to connect to a a : — 
power source, ; 
ere ttery last for shooting? 
. using the oe hd erate ee m fe eee . used in ey 4 
eee ei I mapets on how often you are likely to use the zoom feature during shooting. Prepare as many bat- 
To use AC Power Adapter tory packs as possible if you plan to use the zoom feature frequently. 
Hecharging the Battery Pack 


1. Connect the AC Pow 
er Adapter io an AC cord, Atlach the battery pack to the camcorder. 


2. Connect the AC cord to a wall socket. “5 
Note: The plug and wall socket type can be different according a 
Connect the AC Power Adapter to an AC cord and 


to the regional conditions, Q 
“a (62, connect the AC cord to a wall socket. 


3. bia the other end of the DC cable to DC jack of the cam: Connect DC cable to DC jack of the camcorder. 
corder. 
lurn off the power of the camcorder, and the 
‘acharging indicator will start blinking and begin 
racharging. 
Blinking once a second : Indicates less than 
50% has been charged. 
Blinking twice a second : Indicates 50% ~ 75% 


has been recharged. 
Blinking three times a second : Indicates 75% ~ 100% has been recharged. 


Blinking stops and stays on : Recharging has been completed. 
On fer & second and off for a second: Indicates there is some error. Reset the battery pack and DC 


4. To set the camcorder to CAMERA mode. 
a. Hold down the tab of the Power switch and push th , 
to CAMERA mode. ‘ ui 
b. Set LOCK/STANDBY switch to STANDBY mode. 
c. Make sure that the Lens Cap is opened. 
d. Open the LCD monitor and make sure that the image 
appears in the LCD monitor, 
- The LCD monitor is turned on automatically when it's 
opened over 30 degrees. 


cable. 
, If recharging is completed, separate the camcorder, AC power adapter, and battery pack. 
Note: If the adapter is used next to the TV or the camcorder, it may ™ Even if the power is turned off, battery will be discharged. 

cause the TV or camcorder to emit noi 
antenna: cable, a al away from the TV, camcorder or the Jolo: The battery pack may be slightly charged at the time of purchase. 


A, 


ENGLISH 
ENGLISH 


Setting-up the Camcorder Setting-up the Camcorder 


q Display of Battery Level 
: _ ‘+ The battery level display indicates the amount of power remaining in the battery pack. 


ih a 


Table of continuous recording time based on model and battery type, 


1 Tully charged 
VP-L500/L520 VP-L530/L.5300 VPA a = ; . oa pelea 
LOD OF, LOD ON CD OFF, A 80-95% 
e\ee es Ce ere 
Approximately Approximately Approximately Approximately Ni a es h aie fe en) 
130 minutes 160 minutes 120 minutes 14 bed ®, 100% consumed 
Approximately | Approximately | Approximately | Approximately | Approsiiiately Approximately (camcorder will turn off soon, change the battery as soon as possi- 


SB-L320 290 minutes 220 minutes 260 minutes ble) 


260 minutes 320 minutes 240 minutes 


+ Please refer to the table on page 20 for approximate continuous 
recording times. 
‘+ The recording time is affected by environmental temperature and conditions. The recording time 
becomes very short in a cold environment. The continuous recording time in the operating instruc- 
lions is measured under the condition of using a fully charged battery pack in 77°F (25°C). As the 
Notes: 


ing ti ill be shortened 
If LCD & EVF are both turned on, then the recording time will — 
; The continuous recording times given in the table are approximate. Actual recording lime dep: nds on usage. 


ture that is between 0"C and 40°C, It should never environmental temperature and conditions may be different when you actually use the camcorder, 

st isa ageslanibsanweh eral eh ans ose the remaining battery time may not be the same as the approximate continuous recording times 

in a room temperature that is below 0°C. — ; siren (nA INR tone 
& ee of i battery pack will be reduced if it is used in temporalures below 0'C, even when it g ; 

is fully recharged. ee , 
& The ite and oes of the battery pack will be reduced if the battery pack is lefl in temperatures above 40°C 
"for a long period, even when it is fully recharged. ; , nie ‘lps for Battery Identification. 
ire or flames, tor example ’ 

@ bone ane ne cia jens oe eter A charge mark is provided on the battery pack to help you remember 
“e Do not connect +/- of the ba ; 


whother it has been charged or not. 
lwo colours are provided (red and black)-you may choose which one indi- 
‘alos charged and which indicates discharged. 


Setting-up the Camcorder Basic Shooting 


& Therea 
Colour system used 
(VP-L500/L520/L530/L530B/L550: PAL). 

- — Recording/playback time. 
-  Hi8/8mm (VP-L550 is Hi8). 


‘lease make these preparations before shooting, 
Hid you connect a power source? 
(Hatlery Pack or AC Power Adapter) 


BATTERY 


Inserting and Ejecting a Cassette 
“ Check to see if the battery pack is in place. 
1. Press EJECT button. 
- The compartment opens automatically. 
- Insert the cassette with the transparent window fac- atic, 
ing outward and the protection tab toward the top. py 


2. Push PUSH mark until the compartment clicks into 
place. 


(Nid you set power switch to CAMERA position? 


idl you set LOCK/STANDBY switch to STANDBY mode’? 


Note: When you have recorded a cassette that you wish to keep, 
you can protect it from being accidentally erased, 

a. Recording Impossible (Protection): 
Push the red tab on the cassette to cover up the opening. 


Did you insert a cassette? (see page 22) 

Open the LCD monitor and make sure that STANDBY js displayed in the OSD (if the red tab of the 
cusselte is opened, STANDBY will not be displayed) 

id you open the LENS CAP? 

Make sure the image you want to shoot appears in the | CL) monitor. 

Make sure the battery level indicates that there is enough remaining power for shooting. (see page 21) 


lo start shooting, press the red START/STOP button, 


b. Recording possible: 
Shooting starts and REC should be displayed on the LCD 


If you no longer wish to keep the recording on the cassette, 
push the red tab back so that it no longer covers up the open- 


ing. 


A 


Basic Shooting 


b. To stop shooting, press the red START/STOP 
button again. 
When Shooting stops, STANDBY should be 
displayed on the LCD, 


When a cassette is loaded and the camcorder is left in STANDBY mode for over 5~6 minutes without 
being used, it will turn off automatically. To use it again, push the red STANT/STOP. button or set power 
switch to OFF and then back to CAMERA. This Auto Power Off feature is designed to save battery powel 
and to protect the Head Drum and tape. 


Edit Search 


* You can view a recorded picture with EDIT ®, © funation in 
STANDBY mode. EDIT © allows you to reverse and EDIT () 


EDIT © 
allows you to forward, for as long as you keep pressing, mf 


** If you press EDIT © button briefly in STANDBY modo, your 
camcorder will playback in reverse for 3 seconds and raturn to 
the original position automatically. 


EDIT © (Press briefly) 


== = 
KY f 


Basic Shooting 


‘at 
® While shooting, it is very important to hold the cameorder correct- 
ly 
® | or slable shooting, fix the LENS cap firmly by ellpping it on the 
hand strap. (refer to figure) 


Shooting with LCD monitor 


| |lold the camcorder firmly using the hand strap. (800 pao 16) 

» |'laco your right elbow against your side. 

) |'laco your left hand under or next to the LCD to support and 
adjust it, Do not touch the built-in microphone. 

‘| Choose a comfortable, stable position for the shots, You can loan 
against a wall or on a table for greater stability. Do not forgot to 
breathe gently. 
l’lace your eye firmly against the LCD monitor. 

Use the LCD frame as a guide to determine the horizontal plane. 
Whonever possible, use a tripod. 


Shooting with Viewfinder 


| |lold the camcorder firmly with the hand strap. (see page 16) 

I'lice your right elbow against your side. 
| Place your left hand under the camcorder to support it. 
|so sure to not touch the built-in microphone. 

‘| Choose a comfortable, stable position for the shots. You can lean 
‘against a wall or on a table for greater stability. Do not forgot to 
breathe gently. 

‘Put your eye firmly against the eyecap. 

(Use the viewfinder frame as a guide to determine the horizontal 
plane. 

/ Whenever possible, use a tripod. 


Basic Shooting 


+ You can view the image you are recording or watch a playback of recordings made by using your cam 
corder’s 2.5 inch colour Liquid Crystal Display (LCD) screen, 

% Depending on the conditions in which you are using the camoorder ("doors or outdoors for example), 
you can adjust: 
® Brightness 
@ Colour 


asic Shooting 


lun the MENU dial to adjust the LCD. 


) Prose tho ENTER. 
@ |r further adjustment, repeat steps 7, 8, 9, 


yen MENU ON/OFF button to end the setting, 


jl I you do not press a button within 10 seconds, the set 
ting will disappear. 

Make sure that the battery pack is in place. 

Set power switch to CAMERA mode and LOCK/STANDBY awitah to S I[ANDBY mode. (see page 18) 

Open LCD monitor, then the LCD should be switched on. 

Press MENU ON/OFF button, then the MENU list will be 

displayed. 


FG) = 


so {he focus adjustment knob of the VIEWFINDER to focus 
& plolure, 


5. Turn MENU dial to LCD ADJUST . 


6. Press ENTER. 
M™ The LCD ADJUST MENU will be displayed. 


BRIGHT xx xx xx 
COLOUR 


7. Turn the MENU dial so that it highlights either BRIGHT or 
COLOUR. 


BRIGHT xx xx xx 
COLOUR 


8. Press ENTER. 


@ You can adjust the status. 
BRIGHT xx xx xx 
COLOUR 


A. 


| 


Basic Shooting basic Shooting 


djusting the LCD during PLAY 


ww procedure for adjusting the LCD monitor in PLAYER mode is the same as the procedure for adjusting the LCD moni- 
ii) CAMERA mode, except that the power switch must be sot to PLAYER instead of CAMERA. Please refer to page 26. 


th e tape on 


¢ You can monitor the playback picture on the LCD monitor, 
¢e Make sure that the battery pack is in place. 


Jontrolling the Sound from the Speaker 


* Youcan hear your video's audio track through the built-in 
speaker when using the LCD monitor for playback. 
* The speaker’s volume is controlled by the MENU dial on | 
(he camcorder. 
[he speaker will be muted if the LCD monitor is closed. 
+ Ifthe speaker does not work properly, check the following: 
@ ls the LCD monitor closed? 
@ Is the volume adjusted to a low level? 
@ Is the speaker off? (see page54) 


1. Hold down the tab of the power switch and push the switch to 
PLAYER mode. 
PLAYER 


2. Insert the tape you have just shot. 


m Lower the volume if vibration from the built-in speaker causes screen disturbance. 


3. Open the LCD monitor and make sure that STOP is displayed 4 : lm Volume display will automatically disappear 3 seconds after adjusting. 


on the OSD. 
Adjust the angle of the LCD monitor and set the brightness or 
the colour if necessary. 


lewing a Still Picture 
® Press PII(PLAY/STILL) button during playback. 
® To resume playback, press the Pll 
(PLAY/STILL) button again. 


4. Press the <(REW) button to rewind the tape 
to the beginning. 
Hi To stop REWIND, press the ll (STOP) button. 
H Camcorder changes to STOP mode automatically after 
rewinding. 
5. Press the Bll (PLAY/STILL) button to start playback. 
H You can see the video you shot on the LCD. 
— To stop the PLAY operation, press the li (STOP) button. 


Picture Search 

l@ Keep pressing >> (FF) or <<(REW) button dur- 
ing playback. 

@ To resume normal playback, release the button. 


Note: You can also monitor the picture on a TV screen, after con- 
necting the camcorder to a TV or VCR. (see page 51) 


A | oka 
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RIAU italZoomn ‘J 
, - ame (digital Zoom works in CAMERA mode only. 
*%* Zoom works in CAMERA mode only. More than 22x zoom is performed digitally. 
* Zooming is a recording technique that lets you change the size of the subject in the picture. For more (le piclure quality deteriorates as you go toward the “T” side.: ; 
professional looking recordings, do not use the zoom function too ollen We 1ecommend that you use the DIS (VP-L530/L530B/L550) feature with the DIGITAL zoom for picture 
** You can also choose from two zoom speeds to suit different needs slubilily, (see page 33) 


M@ Gradual zoom (9~12 seconds from TELE/WIDE to WIDE/TEL| ) 

M@ High-Speed zoom (3~6 seconds from TELE/WIDE to WIDE/TI LE) 
* Use these features for different shots; please note that over use of the zoom feature can lead to unpre 

fessional looking results and a reduction of battery pack usage time 


LCD ADJUST 


DEMO re of 
1. Move the zoom lever a little for a gradual zoom, move it {ur PROGRAM AE 
ther for a high-speed zoom. 


Your zooming is monitored on the OSD. 


‘el power switch to CAMERA mode and LOCK/STANDBY switch to STANDBY mode. (see page 18) 
® Open the LCD monitor and adjust the LCD monitor so that you can see comfortably. 


2. T (Telephoto) side: 
Subject appears closer. 


Mako sure that the DIGITAL ZOOM feature is on. (see page 32) 


When you pull the ZOOM lever to “T” side, the picture will be 
enlarged within 22x minimum to 440x maximum ZOOM. 


3. W (Wide angle) side: iis is the DIGITAL ZOOM boundary. 


Subject appears further away. 


shows the digital zoom area 
shows the optical zoom area 


Note: MACRO E 


If you cannot get a sharp focus in telephoto zoom, move tho levor to the “W” side until the focus is 
sharp. 
You can shoot a subject that is at least 1 mm away from the lens surface in the wide angle position 


A A 


\| you do not want to use the DIGITAL ZOOM, set the DIGITAL ZOOM function to OFF in the MENU 
list, (See page 32) 


Advanced Shooting 


* The DIGITAL ZOOM feature is explained on page 31, 


1. Set power switch to CAMERA mode and LOCK/STANDBY switch to STANDBY 
mode. (see page 18) 

2. Press MENU ON/OFF button. 
M@ The MENU list will appear. 


3. Turn MENU dial to D. ZOOM. 


4. Press ENTER. 
H The DIGITAL ZOOM setting will change. 


5. Press MENU ON/OFF button to end setting. 
PROGRAM AE 


In case of VP-L500, VP-L520 


1. Set power switch to CAMERA mode and LOCK/STANDBY switch to STANDBY mode. 
B® Power switch should be changed to CAMERA mode, 

2. Press D. ZOOM ON/OFF button. 
M The DIGITAL ZOOM should be displayed on the screen, and 

DIGITAL ZOOM function should be working. 

3. To deactivate DIGITAL ZOOM function, press the D.ZOOM 
button again. 
M The DIGITAL ZOOM should disappear from the screen. 


7X 


LOD ADJUST 
EVF 


[ENGLISH | 


dvanced Shooting 


ital Imag er, L5 
te DIS function works in CAMERA mode only. 
H14 (Digital Image Stabilizer) is a handshake compensation function that compensates for any shaking 
ai moving of the hand holding the camcorder (within reasonable limits). 
{| provides more stable pictures when: 
® | ecording in the Zoom In mode 
® | \ecording a small object close-up 
®@ | ecording and walking at the same time 
® = | ocording through the window of a vehicle 


Hel power switch to CAMERA mode and LOCK/STANDBY switch to STANDBY mode. (See page 18) 
® Open the LCD monitor and adjust it so that you can see comfortably. 


Miess MENU ON/OFF button. ia ‘ 
@ the MENU list will appear. ih 


{iin MENU dial to DIS. 

LCD ADJUST 

EVE .. 

DIS. 

0. 

DEMO ‘0 

PROGRAM AE 
ross ENTER. 


®@ The DIS setting will change. LCD ADJUST 


|'1ess MENU ON/OFF button to end the setting. 
™@ When the DIS is set, the DIS mark (@1) will be displayed on 
the OSD. 


PROGRAM AE 


lon, 1, It is recommended to deactivate the handshake compensation function when using a tripod. 


?. .The DIS function will not operate in DSE mode. 


Advanced Shooting 


* The MF/AF function works in CAMERA mode only. 


& In most Situations, it is better to use the Automatic Focus feature, as it enables you to concentrate on 
the creative side of your shooting. 


* Manual focusing may be necessary under certain conditions that make automatic focusing inadequate 


NW) ME dial up or down until the object is focused, 
You ean gota sharp picture after Zooming out. 


Auto Focusing 


“ The AF (Auto Focus) mode is set automatically when you swileh on the Power switch. 
“’ If you are inexperienced with camcorders, we recommend that you use the Auto Focus mode. 


I) featur to AF(Auto Focus), press MF button again. 


Manual Focusing 
* In the following cases you should obtain better results by adjusting the focus manually, 


a. A picture containing several objects, some close to the cam- 
corder, others further away. 

b. Aperson enveloped in fog or surrounded by snow. 

Very shiny or glossy surfaces like a car. 

d. People or objects moving constantly or quickly like an athlete or 
crowd. 


2 


(Hor ALC works in CAMERA mode. 
‘ah lighting exists when the Subject is darker than the background: 
lo subject is placed in front of a window. , * 
[lla person to be shot is wearing white or shiny XDA or BLC off SR ONBLD 
vlolhes and is placed against a bright background; 
Iho person’s face is too dark to distinguish their fea- 
lures, 

'ho subject is in the outdoors and the background 
is Overcast. 

Iho light sources are too bright. 

lho subject is against a snowy background. 


1. Set power switch to CAMERA mode and LOCK/STANDBY switch 
to STANDBY mode. (see page 18) 
2. Press MF button. 


‘el powor switch to CAMERA mode and LOCK/STANDBY switch to STANDBY mode. (See page 18) 
lens XDR/BLC button. 


™ Normal - XDR - BLC - Normal 
® Normal - BLC - Normal (VP-L500/L520/L530/L530B) 
™ XDR enhances the subject and background, 
™ BLC enhances only the subject. 
ula, I you use PROGRAM AE instead of AUTO mode, the 
XDR/BLC does not work, 


3. Zoom in the subject to be shot by pushing ZOOM tab to the “T” 
side. 
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ing the PROGRAM AE 


The PROGRAM AE function worke In CAMERA Fania on Sel power switch to CAMERA mode and LOCK/STANDINY switch to STANDBY 


The PROGRAM AE modes allow you to adjust shutter speeds and aperture to suit different shooting Made, (woo page 18) Ss 
conditions. They give you creative control over the depth of the field. Viens MENU ON/OFF button, then the MENU List will apport ' Leb ADJUST 
There are 6 automatic exposure modes. : ae) 


fee fe 


1. AUTO mode 
EH Auto balance between the subject and the background. 
To be used in normal conditions. fui MENU dial to PROGRAM AE. 
lM The shutter speed automatically varies from 1/50 to 1/250 second, depending on the picture. 
2. SPORTS mode ( &)) 
For shooting people or objects moving quickly; you should be able to play back the picture in slo! 
motion on an 8 mm VCR or stop on a given image with very little blur. PROGRAM AE 


3. PORTRAIT mode ( &/) 


For focusing on the background of the subject, the background being out of focus. Frogs ENTER, 
The PORTRAIT mode is most effective when used outdoors. ®@ = the PROGRAM AE setting is on. 

The shutter speed automatically varies from 1/50 to 1/1000 second, depending on the picture. ( Se 
4. SPOTLIGHT mode (@) SANDISNOW 

To shoot correctly when there is only light on the subject and not the rest of the picture. ; fies 

BH The shutter speed is 1/50 second. 
5, SAND/SNOW mode (&) MENU dial to the mode that is suitable for the shooting. 

EH For shooting when the people or objects are darker than the background because of reflected li Pros ENTER. AUTO 


SPORTS 


from sand or snow. ® Alter selecting HSS, press ENTER, then the MENU screen PORTRAT = 
HB The shutter speed automatically varies from 1/50 to 1/250 second, depending on the picture. for selecting Shutter Speed will appear. : SANLIENOW 
6. HSS (High Speed Shutter) mode (HSS) || will operate in the corresponding PROGRAM AE mode. es 


For shooting fast-moving subjects such as the players in golf or tennis games. When the PROGRAM AE is set. th a ai 
BH The shutter speed can be selected from 1/1000(1), 1/2000(2), 1/10000(3). 96) is set, the PROGRAM AE mark will displayed on the OSD (see page 


H You may need to light the shooting area. ; 
™@ =o change the selection content, turn MENU dial to appropriate mode and press ENTER again. 


!‘rens MENU ON/OFF button to end the setting. 
@ The MENU OSD should be turned off. 
you can switch the selected mode on or off in PROGRAM AE with PROGRAM AE ON/OFF button. 
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Jeoting an effect 


ja 


eae! ‘ : , ; Sel powor switch to CAMERA mode and LOCK/STANDBY switch to STANDBY mode. (see page 18) 
The digital effects enable you to give a creative look to your shooting by adding various special effegl  jijuus Mi NU ON/OFE button, the MENU list will appoar 
Select the appropriate digital effect for the type of picture that you wish to shoot and the effect that lui) MENU dial to DSE SELECT. 


wish to give. 

There are 12 DSE modes. 

Normal picture. 

MAKE-UP: This mode allows the image to be selected only in red, 

yellow, green or blue colours. 

3. EMBOSS: This mode gives the image a 3D effect. 

4. WIDE(16:9): This mode allows WIDE(16:9) television display, 

5. CINEMA: This mode covers upper/lower Portion of the screen to 
give movie-like effect. 

6. NEG.(Negative): This mode allows the shoots to be taken by 
reflecting the colour of the image. 

7. MIRROR: This mode cuts the image by half, using the mirror 
effect. 

8. MOSAIC: This mode gives the image a checkered design. 

9. B/M(Black & White): This mode allows the image to be in black and 
white. 

10. SEPIA: This mode gives the image the SEPIA effect. 

11. GHOST: This mode gives the image a dragging effect. 
(VP-L530/L530B/L550 only) 

12. STROBE: This mode shoots by inserting Cutting effect on the 
image. In the STROBE effect there are 25(1) field, 12(2) field, 6(3) 
field effects and as a reference, there are 50 field in the normal pic- 
ture. (VP-L530/L530B/L550 only) 

13. LSS (Low Speed Shutter, VP-L530/L530B/L550 only) mode (LSS) 

H To shoot with more brightness in a gloomy area. 

MH The shutter speed can be chosen from 1/25(1), 1/12(2), and 
1/6(8). 

M_ Itis recommended that you use MF (Manual Focus) if AF (Auto 
Focus) activates slowly while you are in the LSS mode. (see 
page 34) 


PROGRAM AE 
DSE SELECT 


No fe fe of 


Press ENTER. 
Now tho DSE setting is possible. 


lin MENU dial to the desired DSE effect. 


Press ENTER. 

® Iho selected DSE effect will now be visible on the LCD. 

®  Allor selecting MAKE-UP, STROBE or LSS, press ENTER, 
in MAKE-UP mode, MENU list for selecting RED/YEL- 
|OW/GREEN/BLUE will appear 
i) STROBE mode, MENU list for selecting 25 field(1)/12 
liold(2)/ 6 field(3) will appear. 
in LSS mode, MENU list for Selecting 1/25(1), 1/12(2), 1/6(3) will appear, Select a mode with 
MENU dial and then press ENTER. 

® lo change the content of the selection, place the cursor on the corresponding position by turning 

MENU dial and press ENTER again. 
' ond the setting, press MENU ON/OFF button. 


eeording DSE in CAMERA mode 


“el power switch to CAMERA mode and LOCK/STANDBY switch to 
" IANDBY mode. (see page 18) 

Press START/STOP button. 

®  |ocording should start. 

fons DSE button during recording to record an effect you have 
selected, 

™ Any effect you have selected should appear. 

Note: DIS, PIP and SNAP SHOT function will not operate in DSE mode, lo rolurn to normal, press DSE button again. 


A A 
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| a RY ’ Press ENTER. 
a J LL Fe arty = ® = |he month to be reset will blink. 
“Setting and recording the date/time feature works in CAMERA mode only 
You can record the date/time on the tapes, so you will know wher {I was made, The date and time aré 
recorded whenever they are displayed on the viewfinder or LOD 
Jur MENU dial to set the desired month. 
Setting a DATE/TIME 


& Setting DATE/TIME works in STANDBY of CAMERA mode only 


1. Make sure that you have installed the LITHIUM BATTERY. (see page 17) 
The LITHIUM BATTERY is needed to maintain the clock. 


0 rons ENTER. 
™ = |he day to be reset will blink. 


2. Set power switch to CAMERA mode and LOCK/STANDBY awiteh to STANDBY mode. (see page 18) 


(ure used for setting year and month. 
LCD ADJUST 
E 


3, Press MENU ON/OFF button, then the MENU list will appear [ 


anid time will then be displayed. 


PROGRAM AE 


4. Turn MENU dial to CLOCK SETTING. 


DSESELECT Neoording a DATE/TIME 
REMOTE -----OM) Mako sure that es dss set DATE/TIME. 
TILE seLect Ja power switch to CAMERA mode and LOCK/STANDBY to 
CLOCK SETTING) ‘\IANDBY mode. (see page 18) 
5. Press ENTER. @ Open the LCD monitor and adjust it so that you can see 
™ The CLOCK SETTING is possible when the DATE and TIME comfortably, 


) !ress DATE/TIME button the required number of times. 
™ Jo record the date only, press DATE/TIME button once. 


appears. 
HI BLINKING indicates the possible changes for the setting. The 
year will be the first to blink. 


ule 


6. Turn MENU dial to set a desired year. 
BATTERY is discharged. (see page 17) 


A. 


{0 You can set the day, hour and minute following the same proce- 


® Jo record the date and time, press DATE/TIME button twice. 
!1oss START/STOP button to record DATE/TIME with your picture. 


™ You cannot conceal the recorded date or time during playback. 


0:00 
29.AUG,-2002 


. 0:00 
20;SEP.2002 


‘1 |'loss ENTER after setting the minute and the clock setting screen will disappear. The selected date 


@ |i your date and time settings are not maintained in the camcorder, it means the installed LITHIUM 


A. 


etl 
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Turn the MENU dial to select the appropriate language. —o ENGLISH 
a M@ You may select languages from ENGLISH/FRENCH/GER- 
* Selecting and recording a TITLE works in CAMERA mode only MAN/ITALIAN/SPANISH/RUSSIAN. 
% The TITLE feature allows you to select a preset title stored in the eameorder's momory. ey 
*% You can also select the language of the titles. Press ENTER. 


; Press the MENU ON/OFF button to exit the TITLE LANGUAGE screen. 
Selecting a Language 
Selecting a language works in STANDBY in CAMERA mode only elting a Title 
*% The factory default language is ENGLISH. Press MENU ON/OFF button, then the MENU list will appear. 
You can change the language. 


1. Make sure that you have installed the LITHIUM BATTERY. (see page 1/) 
0. Turn MENU dial to TITLE SELECT. 


DSE SELECT 
2. Set power switch to CAMERA mode and LOCK/STANDBY to STANDUY mode. (see page 18) REMOTE Non 
H Open the LCD monitor and adjust it so that you can see comfortably TITLE Sect 
CLOCK SETTING 
3. Press MENU ON/OFF button. Then the MENU list will appear. nasser | Press ENTER. ANNIVERSARY. 
OFE§ lll A list of available titles appears. GRADUATION 
-OFF HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
HAPPY NEW YEAR 
HAVING FUN 
'- Turn MENU dial to whichever TITLE you desire. ANNIVERSARY 
4, Turn MENU dial to TITLE LANGUAGE | Press ENTER, GRADUATION 
, ; TET TEAENGE M™ The TITLE LANGUAGE setting screen will disappear, The CHC NCW ERE 
oy eee selected title will now be used with your video. ee 
TITLE SELECT 


GLOCK SETTING lecording a Title 
Make sure that you have selected a TITLE. 


5. Press ENTER. 


i i ENGLISH Set power switch to CAMERA mode and LOCK/STANDBY to STANDBY mode. (see page 18) 
2 ee GEAMAN l™@ Open the LCD monitor and adjust it to see comfortably 
Se tacts Press TITLE button. 


RUSSIAN ™ The title you selected should be displayed. 
Press START/STOP button to record the title with your pioture 
Press the title button again if you do not want to record the title 


julo, The title moves horizontally from the right side to the left side 
10 seconds after you turn on the title. 


Advanced Shooting 


bd vals 
eature works in combination with the DIGITAL ZOOM function by using a 
s wider than the image being shot. This should 


WIP (Pict 


* The PIP(Picture-In-Picture) f 
small, super imposed screen to show an image that i 


help you to get a more clear idea of what you are shooting. 
The PIP function works in CAMERA mode only. 


fe e FADE fur ction Wo! ks I CAMEI 1A ode or ly. 
oo OU Car give your fi ns a p! olessional look b uS g spec al offecta auch as fade in at the beg g ie) 
- y : 


To Start Recording 


‘ls Before shooting, hold down the FADE button. : 
The picture and sound gradually disappear (fade out), 


| Set power switch to CAMERA mode and LOCK/STAND- 
BY switch to STANDBY mode. 
2. Press the START/STOP button and at the same time fa» 
asia » Turn on DIGITAL ZOOM. (see page 31) 
ecording starts and the picture and sound gradually : 


appear (fade in). 
4 Press the PIP button. A small screen should appear. 


To Stop Recording (use FADE IN / 
IN / FADE OUT) 
4. Check which part you are shooting on the PIP screen, 


3. lat you wish to stop shooting, hold down FADE 
n. 
f 5 and turn the Zoom button to “T” position to activate 
The picture and sound gradually disappear (fade out). ~_»> DIGITAL ZOOM mode. : 
4. When the picture has disappear a Start shooting by pressing START/STOP button 
ed, L 
START/STOP button to een : when the portion you want to shoot appears. 
> ', Press the PIP button again. The small screen should dis- 
appear. 
a. FADE OUT Nolo; The PIP screen will be recorded if it is activated dur- 
(Approx. 4 seconds) Press the FADE button a. FADE OUT Gradual di aes 
4fadual aisappeara' ice 
b. FADE IN 


Grad 
radual appearance b. FADE IN Release the FADE button 


(Approx. 4 seconds) 


A. 
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% With the SNAP SHOT feature, your camcorder can function like € normal film camera, allowing you to 
take single still pictures. 
The SNAP SHOT function operates in the CAMERA mode 


1. Set power switch to CAMERA mode and LOCK/STANDBY a = 
switch to STANDBY mode. | ay 


CAMENA 


STANDBY 


2. Press SNAP SHOT button in the direction of standstill that 
you want to shoot. 
H At this time, be careful not to shake your camcorder 
because the image will be indistinctly recorded. 


3. After the SNAP SHOT button has been pressed, your camcordor will automatically return to STANDBY 
mode after shooting the still image for 6 seconds. 

M You can check the remaining time for SNAP SHOT 
shooting by looking at the time displayed on the 
screen. 

MH To stop SNAP SHOT shooting, press SNAP SHOT 
button again. 


While the SNAP SHOT is activated, you can not activate other functions by pressing other buttons. 
If your camcorder is shaken or impacted during recording, the recording state may not be in good 

condition. 

The SNAP SHOT is activated during shooting. 

The standstill screen will be displayed if the SNAP SHOT button is pressed in CAMERA mode but 
no tape has been inserted in your camcorder, 


A. 
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* WHITE BALANCE is a haat function that preserves the unique colour of the object in any shooting 


+ ina select the appropriate WHITE BALANCE mode to obtain good quality beers of the image. 
AUTO: This mode is generally used to control the WHITE BALANCE automatically. 
INDOOR: It controls WHITE BALANCE according to the indoor ambience. 
OUTDOOR: It controls WHITE BALANCE according to the outdoor ambience. 


Setting a White Balance Mode 


| Set power switch to CAMERA mode and LOCK/STANDBY switch to STANDBY mode. 


Press MENU ON/OFF button, then the MENU list will appear. 
‘Turn the MENU dial so that WHITE BALANCE is high- 


DSE SELECT 


lighted. 
TITLE LANGUAGE 
TITLE SELECT 
CLOCK SETTING 
4 Press ENTER. ; —— 
@ A list of available WHITE BALANCE modes will =) NEGon 
appear. OUTDOOR 


4 Turn MENU dial to preferred mode. 


6 Press ENTER. 


/ Press MENU ON/OFF button to exit the WHITE 
BALANCE setting screen. 


Nolo: The AUTO of WHITE BALANCE may not operate in the LSS of DSE. 
When this happens, select INDOOR or OUTDOOR. 


Advanced Shooting 


The EVF turns off automatically when the LCD is opened 


“ The EVF can be set j 
So that it remai , 
ing when the LCD is not clear. ans on even when the LOD is apened. You can use it in bright light 


Set power switch t 
0 CAMERA mode and LOCK/STANDIY awitol ta STANDBY mode 
ress MENU ON/OFF button, then the MENU list will appear 


Turn MENU dial to EVE 
M The factory default Setting for EVF is OFF. 


Press ENTER to select ON/OFF. 


Press MENU ON/OFF button to end the EVF setting, 


PROGRAM AE 


This function i 
tion is used to turn the Remote Control ON/OFF. (See page 15) 


Set power switch 
ch to CAMERA mode and LOCK/STANDBY aswital to STANDBY mode 


2. Pre 
ss MENU ON/OFF button, then the MENU list will appear 
. TU i | 
tn the MENU dial so that REMOTE is highlighted. “ 
WHITE BALANGE 
FIEMOTE vases cON® 
TITLE LANGUAGE 
TITLE SELECT 
4. Press ENTER to select ON/OFF ™ —— 
5. Press the MENU ON/OF me 
fis eae F button to exit the Remote Control REMOTE OFF 
E LANGUAGE 
CLOCK SETTING 
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* Demonstration 


er SO 


automatically shows you the major functions that are included with your camcord 


that you may use them more easily. 
rhe DEMO function is only available in CA 
The Demonstration operates repeatedly unti 


MERA mode when you are not shooting. 
| MENU ON/OFF button is pressed to stop it. 


Set power switch to CAMERA mode and LOCK/STANDBY switch to STANDBY mode. 


Press MENU ON/OFF button, then the MENU list will 
appear. 


LCD ADJUST 
EVE oe. 


Turn the MENU dial so that DEMO is highlighted. 


Press ENTER to select ON. 
@ Demonstration will start. 


Press MENU ON/OFF button again to end the Demonstration. 


Advanced Shooting 


laying back the Tape 


lo view a tape that you have recorded on. 


Playback function works in PLAYER mode only. 


Ihere are two ways to see a tape; 
@ Tosee with LCD: recommended for outdoor use. 
™@ Tosee with TV monitor: recommended for indoor use. 


+? + 


(see page 28) 


To see wit onite 

* | is practical to use a TV monitor to view tapes indoors. 

* To play a tape back, the TV must feature a compatible colour system. 
(VP-L500/L520/L530/L530B/L550: PAL) (see page 57) 


@ = Snow-covered mountains or fields. 100,000 i — 
@ Sandy beach on a hot summer's day. 100,000 pile Yulee 


® Onasunny day in the middl 
e of the afternoon. i 
o Ona gloomy day, an hour after the sunrise. = eae 
Office with fluorescent lighting near 
to a window. 
® Onasunny day, an hour before the sunset. 
® Department store counter, 


Connecting to a TV which has an Audio and Video input jack 


Use the Audio/Video cable supplied with your camcorder. 
™@ The yellow one: Video 

™@ The white one: Audio(L) 

+ You can use a SCART adapter, supplied optionally. 

+ SCART adapter is provided with one of the following 


1,000 
500 to 700 ” 


Video light recommended. 


150 to 200 Video light required 


® Arcade at night. 


® Candle light. 10 to 1 
015 o 
- two type: 
| -_ ™@ Stereo type 
: ee. l™@ Mono type 
Eject the tape that you have shot. (see page 22) : 
Conne 


If you want to protect accide 
ntal 
Sain Cone were erasure of the tape you have shol, push the red tab on the cassette. 
Close the LENS cover. 
Remove the BATTERY PACK from the camcorder. 


You can connect your camcorder to a TV through a VCR. 
Set the input selector on the VCR to LINE. 
The yellow one: Video 


a 

a 

l™ The white one: Audio(L) 

m You can use a SCART adapter, supplied optionally. 


a wp = 


Nolte: To view the cassette on the television screen, select 
ihe channel reserved for your VCR on the television. 
(Refer to your VCR or television instruction book) 


M, 


Playing back the Tape 


VP-L500/L520/L530/L530B/L550 feature a monaural audio system. If your TV or VCR features a 
Stereo audio system, connect the audio cable to input “L’ of TV or VCR. 


quality pictures if you have the S-VIDEO connector on your TV. 
Close the LCD panel while viewing playback on a TV screen in order to avoid picture distortion. 


| 
M@ Incase of VP-L550, you can use the S-VIDEO cable (supplied with the VP-L550) to obtain better 
a 


Playback 


1. Use TV/VIDEO button to select VIDEO on your TV. 

2. Connect power source (battery or AC Power Adapter) to cam- 
corder. 
Set power switch to PLAYER mode. 

3. Insert a tape you want to see. 
m@ Make sure that STOP is displayed. 


4. Press the Pil (PLAY/STILL) button. 
M@ The picture you shot should appear on the TV after 2 to 3 
seconds. 
lM Press m (STOP) to stop playing. 
lM Ifthe tape reaches its end during playback, the tape will 
rewind automatically. 


Notes: 
Mi Vibration from the built-in speaker can cause picture distortion. 
MH It is best to turn the built-in speaker off when your camcorder is connected to the TV. 
H The playback mode (SP/LP) and system (Hi8/8mm) are selected Automatically, depending on the 
tape format. 
M@ VP-L550 can playback both Hi8 and 8mm. 


A 


Playing back the Tape 


To view a STILL picture (Playback pause) 


Note: Your camcorder will automatically stop if it is left for more than 


Notes: 


Press Pll (PLAY/STILL) button during playback. 
To resume playback, press Pll (PLAY/STILL) button again. 


5~6 minutes in STILL mode without operation in order to 
prevent tape and head-drum wear. 


To locate a scene (picture search) 


Press > (FF) or <4 (REW) buttons during playback. To 
resume normal playback, release the buttons. 


Zero RETURN 


* The ZERO RETURN function works in STOP of PLAYER mode. 
+ You can Fast Forward or Rewind to 0:00:00 automatically. 
\ 


Set power switch to PLAYER mode. 

™@ Make sure that STOP is displayed. 
Press ZERO RETURN button. 

™@ Z.RETURN should displayed. 

@ FF or REW works automatically. 


l™ The ZERO RETURN button does not work when the 
TAPE COUNTER reads 0:00:00. . oo 

™ Press the C.RESET button at the start of the cassette or the requi ; 
When you wish to find this point on the tape again, press Z.RETURN button when playback is 


stopped. 


Playing back the Tape Playing back the Tape 


*% The procedure for adjusting the LCD monitor in PLAYER mode la the save ae the procedure for adjusting th i ing the REMOTE CONTROL ON/OFF in PLAYER mode is the same as the pro- 
Please le eet mode, except thatthe power swith mul be wll PLAY stead of CAMERA. * ‘tre fr tuning the REMOTE CONTROL ON/OFE in CAMERA mode, except thatthe power sch 
Please refer to page 26, inust be set to PLAYER instead of CAMERA. Please refer to page 48. 


* The procedure for setting the EVF ON/OFF in PLAYER mode ( the fale ae the procedure for setting the IDSE in ; for using DSE in CAM- 
EVF ON/OFF in CAMERA mode, except that the power switel) Must be wet to PLAYER instead of CAMERAN 4 iho procedure for using DSE in PLAYER mode is the same as the ae nv tie Please refer to 
Please refer to page 48. | HA mode, except that the power switch must be set to PLAYER instead o . 


pages 38 and 39. 
zi , ill not operate when your 
% The speaker will be tured ON/OFF by opening/closing the LOL Nolo. The WIDE(16:9), CINEMA, SEPIA, GHOST, STROBE and LSS effects will not op y 


- isi ode. 
* The speaker ON/OFF setting operates when LCD is opened, When the SPEAKER setting is set to camcorder is mF LAYER Mm ; d 
OFF, the speaker will be mute even after the LCD monitor is apened * The selected DSE effect will operate when the DSE button is pressed. 


1. Set power switch to PLAYER mode. j ° 
2. Press MENU ON/OFF button, then the MENU list will appa! Maintenance 


3. Turn MENU dial to SPEAKER. |g 


LCD ADJUST 
EVF..... 


Cleaning the Viewfinder 
@ Releasing the Eyecap 
! |ull EVF up and then turn the screw counter-clock-wise. 


Pull EYECAP out. ; 
) Cloan the EYECAP and the VIEWFINDER screen with a 


soft cloth and cotton swab or a blower. 
¢@ Reattaching the Eyecap 
4 ul the EYECAP on the VIEWFINDER. 
ul the screw back on. 


4. Press ENTER to change the setting. 
5. Press MENU ON/OFF button again to exit the SPEAKE | 
setting screen. 


DSE SELECT 


% Speaker volume can be controlled by turning the MENU «ial 


during playback. Oleaning the LCD panel a 
ipe i th. 
. : ‘pen the LCD monitor and wipe it gently with a soft clo 
Note: The volume cannot be changed while the MENU list {# Hie varolul not to damage the panel. 


activated, 
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ENGLISH) 


M e 
gintenance Using Your Camcorder Abroad 


* Each country or area has its own electric and TV colour system. 
* Before using your camcorder abroad, check the following: 


Normal Picture 
b. Noisy Picture 
If this happens clean the vi i 

; ideo he i 
type cassette Cleaner. nena 


Power sources 
® You can use your camcorder in any country or area that uses 100V to 240V, 50/60 Hz. 


® Use a commercially available AC plug adapter, if necessary, depending on the power used. 


Set power switch to PLAYER mode 
Insert the Cleaning tape, , 
is the Pll (PLAY/STILL) button. 
ress the @ (STOP) button after about 30 seconds, 


Colour system 


® You can view your recording on the LCD or viewfinder. 
| lowever, to view it on a television or to make a copy to a video cassette recorder, the television or VCR 


inust be PAL: VP-L500/L520/L530/L530B/L550- compatible and have the appropriate audio/video jacks. 


Porm 


Check the quality of the pi i 
picture using a video cassette. If it je a4; 
lem continues, contact your local authorized service soi eee oe 


Germany, Greece, Great Britain, Holland, Hong Kong, Hungary, India, Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Libya, 
Malaysia, Mauritius, Rumania, Saudi Arabia, Singapore, Slovak Republic, Spain, Sweden, 


Switzerland, Syria, Thailand, Tunisia, etc. 
* NTSC-compatible area 
Nahamas, Canada, Central America, Japan, Mexico, Philippines, Korea, Taiwan, United States, etc. 


Storing the Camco 
1. You must detach —, *® PAL-compatible area 
P 8 . . + © * A 3 7 
camcorder when storing, ACK from the Australia, Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, China, CIS, Czech Republic, Denmark, Egypt, Finland, France, 


2. Keep the camcorder in a ventilated, dry and 


warm place, 
Note, You can make recordings with your camcorder anywhere in the world and you can watch the play- 


3. Do not keep the camcorder in a place where 
back picture on the LCD. 


the temperature oft 
en changes i 
car JES, SUCh as in a 


4. Keep the camcorder in a stable place. 


a, 


Troubleshooting Check 


C EWBeeae : a. Seas 
‘+ Before contacting a service centre, perform the following simple leeks Tey might save you the time 
and expense of unnecessary calls. 


Self Diagnosis Display 
Po fm | 


pe || 


slow 


the battery pack is almost 
discharged 


Olwange it to a charged 
ne 


the battery pack is fully 
discharged. 


Change it to a charged 
hatlary 


the tape has almost reached 
its end. 


Prepare anew one. 


the tape reached its end Ohange to a new one. 


there is no tape in the cameorder] — Iijwert a tape 


the tape is protected 
from recording. 


If you wart to record, 
felease the protection. . 


the camcorder has some 1, Ejoot the tape 


mechanical fault. 2, Sat to OFT 
3, Detach the battory. 
4. Roattach the battery. 
" Please contact your local 
service centor if the problem 
continues, 


DEW slow moisture condensation see page 61, 
has formed in the camcorder. 


Troubleshooting Check 


ce a ve 


+> If you run into any problem using the camcorder, use the following table to 
If these instructions do not allow you to solve the problem, take a note of: 
HH The model and serial number marked on the bottom of the camcorder. 


@ Your warranty, if applicable. 
¢ Then contact your nearest authorized service centre. 


You cannot switch the @ Check the battery pack (see page 19) 
camcorder on. 


or the AC power adapter. (see page 18) 
Start/Stop does not Check the POWER and LOCK/STANDBY switches, 
operate while shooting 


Le 


trouble shoot the problem. 


a 


set it to CAMERA and STANDBY. 
. You have reached the end of the cassette. 
Check the record protection tab on the cassette. (see page 22) 


You have left the camcorder set to STANDBY 
for more than 5~6 minutes without using it.(see page 24) 
The battery pack is fully used up. (see page 21) 


The camcorder goes 
off automatically. 


The atmospheric temperature is too low. (see page 21) 
The battery pack has not been charged fully.(see page 19) 

The battery pack is completely dead, and cannot be recharged. Use 
another battery pack. 


The battery pack is 
quickly exhausted. 


eee! |e C190 


The battery pack is fully used up. 


You cannot eject the 
Mechanical fault might have occurred. (see page 58) 


cassette from the 
compartment. 


The DATE/TIME indicator 
flashes more than 2 times 
when you set the 
camcorder to CAMERA 


The playback picture @ The video heads might be dirty. (see page 56) 

is in poor quality. 

You can do nothing Mechanical fault might have occurred (see page 58). 
with the camcorder. 


The lithium battery is not installed or is fully used up. 
(see page 17) 


Troubleshooting Check 


Symptom 


A vertical stripe appears when 
you shoot a bright subject 

against a dark background 
(candle flame, for example) 


@ The contrast between the subject and the background is too 
great for the camcorder to operate normally. Make the back- 
ground bright to reduce the contrast or use the XDR/BLC 

function while you are shooting. (see page 35) 


@ It is recommended that you use the VIEWFINDER when 
shooting in bright sunlight. (see page 7) 
@ Adjust the LCD (see page 26) 


The LCD image is poor. 


@ The viewfinder lens has not been adjusted. 
Turn the viewfinder focus ring until the screen comes into 
sharp focus. (see page 27) 


The image in the viewfinder is 
blurred 


Set the POWER switch to PLAYER. 


The tape does not move when 
You have reached the beginning or end of the cassette. 


you press the play, Fast 
Forward or Rewind buttons. 


@ Make sure the SPEAKER is ON. 
(see page 54) 


There is no sound from the 
SPEAKER when playing back 
the tape. 


The Date Time or Title disap- 
peared even though you had it 
set. 


@ The lithium battery is not installed or is fully used up. 
(see page 17) 


Explanation/Solution 4 


Troubleshooting Check 


If the camcorder is brought directly from a cold place to a warm place, moisture may condense inside 
the camcorder, on the surface of the tape, or on the lens. In this condition, the tape may stick to the 
head drum and be damaged or the unit may not operate correctly. 

To prevent possible damage under these circumstances, the camcorder has the built-in moisture sen- 
sor. 

If there is moisture inside the camcorder, “DEW” is displayed. 

If this happens, none of the functions except cassette ejection 
will work. 

Open the cassette compartment and remove the battery for at 
least two hours in a warm dry room. 

Please follow this procedure when the DEW protection feature is 
unexpectedly activated and you want to override it: 

(Please make sure that the condensation has disappeared completely.) 


lake the battery pack out. 


lake the lithium battery out. 


Hut the lithium battery back. 


Nut the battery pack back. 


*% These technical specifications and design may be changed without notice. 


[Siem an VP-L500/.520/L530/L530B/L.550 ] 


Video: 2 rotary heads Helical scanning 
Audio: FM monaural system 


Recording system 


Video signal 
Usable cassette 
Tape speed 
Speed mode 
Recording time 
FF or REW time 
Image device 
Optical zoom ratio 
Focal length: f 

F 


Filter diameter 
Focus system 
Macro 

Min. Illumination 
LCD monitor 
Size/Pic. cell 
Method 
Connectors 


Video out 
Audio out 
External mic 


General 

Power requirement 

Power consumption 
“Recording, LCD ON 

Built-in mic 

Built-in speaker 

Operating temperature 

Dimension (W*H+D) 

Weight 


Specifications 


PAL colour, CCIR standard 


VP-L500/L520/L530/L530B : 8 mm, VP:L550 : Hi 8 or 8mm 


SP: 20.051 mm/sec 


Record: SP only Playback: SP and LP 


P5-120: 120 min. 
P5-120: approx. 8 min. 


CCD (Charge Coupled Device) 
22x 


Auto wide macro 
0.3 lux (visible) 


2.5 inch/62k 
TFT 


Mini jack, 1 Vp-p, 75 ohms, Unbalanced 
Mini jack, 7.7 dBs, imp.: less than 2.2 K ols 


Monaural 93.5 


7.0 ~8.5V DC 


VP-L500/L520 : 5.5W, VP-L530/L5901 5. 9W, VP-L550 :6.5W 


Condenser mic, omni-directional 


Dynamic, 0.5 W standard 
0°C to 40°C (32°F to 104°F) 
101*104*176 mm 

760 g 
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Power Sources (United Kingdom Only) 


(he main lead on the power adapter is supplied with a molded plug incorporating a fuse. 

Ihe value of the fuse is indicated on the pin face of the plug, and if it requires, replacing a fuse approved to 
1151362 of the same rating must be used. 

Nover use the plug with the fuse cover omitted if the cover is detachable. 

\{ a replacement fuse cover is required, it must be of the same colour as the pin face of the plug. 
H\aplacement covers are available with your dealer. 


I{ the filled plug is not suitable for the power points in your house or the cable is not long enough to reach a 
power point, you should obtain a suitable safety approved extension lead or consult your dealer for assis- 


lance 


However, if there is no alternative to cut off the plug, remove the fuse and then safely dispose of the plug. 
DO NOT connect the plug to a main socket as there is a risk of shock hazard from the bared flexible cord. 


IMPORTANT 
Iho wires in the main lead are coloured in accordance with the following code: 
BLUE = NEUTRAL BROWN = LIVE 
As these colours may not correspond to the coloured markings identifying the terminals in your plug, pro- 


coed as follows: 
Ihe BLUE wire must be connected to the terminal marked with the letter N or coloured BLUE or BLACK. 


Ihe BROWN wire must be connected to the terminal marked with the letter L or coloured BROWN or RED 


| WARNING Do not connect either wire to the earth terminal marked with the letter E or the earth 
symbol, i or coloured GREEN or GREEN and YELLOW. 
| NOTE This page is applicable to Great Britain only. 


THIS CAMCORDER IS MANUFACTURED BY: 


*Samsung Electronics’ Internet Home Page 


United States http://www.sosimple.com 

United Kingdom http://www.samsungelectronics.co.uk 

France http:/Avww.samsung.fr 

Australia http:/Avww.samsung.com.au 

Germany http:/Avww.samsung.de 

Sweden http://Avww.samsung.se 

Poland http://www.samsung.com.pl 

Canada http://www.samsungcanada.com AD68-00187G 
Panama http:/Avww.samsung-panama.com 


Spain http://Avww.samsung.es 


